
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fact: Bush Fire Alerts are about getting messages to the community when there is a fire, using a 

wide range of mediums such as the web, radio and television. They are contingent on the 

understanding that bush fires can threaten suddenly and without warning, and that the community 

must be prepared to take action regardless of whether they receive an official emergency warning. 

 

The decision to issue a Bush Fire Alert is based on the threat posed by a fire. It considers the current Fire 

Danger Rating and the predicted rate of spread of the fire, which can vary depending on topography, fuel 

type, prolonged drought and other local conditions. 

The messaging levels are designed with safety as the paramount consideration.  

There are three types of alerts which are ranked on a sliding scale according to the threat. 

Advice - a fire has started 

- There is no immediate danger this is general information to keep you up to date with 

developments. 

Watch and Act - represents a heightened level of threat  

- Conditions are changing and you need to start taking action now to protect you and your 

family. Follow your Bush Fire Survival Plan. 

Emergency Warning - you are in danger and need to take action immediately  

- You will be impacted by fire. 

- This message may be preceded by an emergency warning signal  (a siren sound played on 

the radio or TV) 

SEWS – Standard Emergency Warning Signal 
SEWS is a siren designed to alert radio listeners and television viewers that an emergency announcement is 

about to be made concerning an actual or imminent emergency. 

It is important that you do not rely solely on receiving a warning as a trigger for action, the inescapable fact 

is fires can threaten suddenly and without warning making it impossible to get messages out in time. 

If you receive a Bush Fire Alert, you must take it seriously. Failure to take action can 
result in death or injury to you or your family members. 
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PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE. 

For more information contact your local Fire Control Centre or: 

 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

 www.fire.nsw.gov.au ����  www.esa.act.gov.au 
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