Fact: The Fire Danger Rating (FDR) is an assessment of the potential fire behaviour, the difficulty
of suppressing a fire, and the potential impact on the community should a bush fire occur on a
given day. The FDR is an early indicator of potential danger and should act as a trigger for action.

The FDR is determined by the Fire Danger Index (FDI). The FDI is a combination of air temperature,
relative humidity, wind speed and drought. An FDI of 1 (Low-Moderate) means that fire will not burn, or will
burn so slowly that it will be easily controlled, whereas an FDI in excess of 100 (Catastrophic) means that
fire will burn so fast and so hot that it will likely be uncontrollable.

The safest option is for you and your family to leave early, hours or the
day before a fire occurs. Even well prepared and constructed homes will not be
safe.

o Fires will likely be uncontrollable, unpredictable and very fast moving with
highly aggressive flames extending high above tree tops and buildings.

Leaving early (hours before) will always be the safest option for you and
your family. Staying and defending should only be considered if your home is well
prepared, specifically designed and constructed for bush fire and you are currently
capable of actively defending it.

o Fires will likely be uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving with flames in
the tree tops, and higher than roof tops.

SEVERE Leaving early will always be the safest option for you and your family,
FDI 50-74 staying and defending is only an option if your home is well prepared, and you are
currently capable of actively defending it.

o Fires will likely be uncontrollable and fast moving with flames that may be
higher than roof tops.

VERY HIGH Be prepared to implement your Bush Fire Survival Plan and keep
FDI 25-49 informed of current fire activity by monitoring local media and regularly checking
for updates on the RFS website or Information Line.

o0 Fires can be difficult to control and still present a threat.

HIGH Ensure that you, your family, your home and property is well prepared
FDI 12-24 for the risk of bush fire.
o0 Fires can be controlled but can still present a threat.
LOW - MODERATE Review and rehearse your Bush Fire Survival Plan.
FDI0-11 o Fires can be easily controlled but can still present a threat.
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For more information contact your local Fire Control Centre or:

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au

Www.fire.nsw.gov.au www.esa.act.gov.au
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