
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fact: To reduce the risk of fires damaging or destroying life, property and the environment, the 

NSW RFS Commissioner may declare a Total Fire Ban on days of increased fire danger. The 

decision is based on advice about a combination of air temperature, relative humidity, wind speed 

and drought received from the Bureau of Meteorology.  
 

The decision to issue a Total Fire Ban is generally made at 5pm each afternoon during the Bush Fire 
Danger Period and the Total Fire Ban normally applies for the following day, starting from midnight and 
lasting 24 hours. 

Rules during a Total Fire Ban 
- No fire may be lit in the open including incinerators and solid fuel barbecues 

- all Fire Permits are immediately suspended 

You may use a gas or electric barbecue, but only if 
- It is on a residential property within 20 metres of the house or  

- It is a permanent fixture within a picnic area managed by Council, National Parks or Forests 
NSW 

and 
- It is under the direct control of a responsible adult 

- There is a clear area for two metres around the barbecue 

- You have an immediate and continuous supply of water 

How to find out where Total Fire Bans have been declared 
Total Fire Bans are declared according to NSW Fire Areas, which group Local Government Areas with 
similar weather, terrain and fire management issues. You can check if a Total Fire Ban applies by   

- Checking the RFS or BOM websites at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au or www.bom.gov.au 

- Ringing the RFS Information Line on 1800 679 737 

- Monitoring weather reports on the radio, TV and in newspapers 

- Contacting your local fire station 

Fines and Penalties  
- Up to $5,500 and/or 12 months imprisonment for lighting a fire on a day of Total Fire Ban.  

- Up to $110,000 and/or 14 years imprisonment for lighting a fire on a day of Total Fire Ban that 
escapes and damages or destroys life, property or the environment. 

The NSW RFS Commissioner may provide exemptions to Total Fire Bans for a range of activities such as 
emergency infrastructure work or ceremonial fires. 
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For more information contact your local Fire Control Centre or: 

 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 
 www.fire.nsw.gov.au ����  www.esa.act.gov.au 
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PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE. 


